[INSERT LOGOS HERE]

National Teen Driver Safety Week

‘Ride Like A Friend’ School Campaign

Fact Sheet & Talking Points

Car crashes cause more teen deaths each year than drugs, violence or suicide 

(WISQARS data). Research points to in- and out-of-the car distractions as the #1 cause 

of fatal crashes. Unfortunately, one of the (major) distractions teen drivers face are peer passengers. During National Teen Driver Safety Week (October 17th to 23th), [Name of School] is launching “Ride Like A Friend,” a campaign to prevent fatal crashes by encouraging safe passenger behaviors.

· How teens can “Ride Like A Friend.” Teen passengers can help friends who are driving by reducing distractions in the car, wearing their seat belt, and, when asked, helping to navigate.

· School events will spread the word. [Name of school] will encourage students to “Ride Like A Friend” by [list planned activities here, such as: holding a PSA contest, spreading the word at sporting event, etc.] 
· The events will take place during the second annual National Teen Driver Safety Week. Congress established National Teen Driver Safety Week last year in response to the more than 5,000 teens who died in teen driver-related crashes on U.S. roads in 2006. National Teen Driver Safety Week is held the third week of October to raise awareness about teens’ elevated crash risks and to start a dialogue on the issue of driver safety and in-car responsibility among teens, their parents, and civic leaders. 
· The high crash risk for teen drivers and passengers must be addressed. 

Car crashes are the No. 1 cause of death for teens – both as drivers and 
passengers. In 2005, approximately 12 teens (ages 16 to 19) died every day from 
motor vehicle injuries. (Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
Web-based Injury Statistics Query and Reporting System (WISQARS) [Online]. 
(2008). National Center for Injury Prevention and Control, Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (producer). Available from: www.cdc.gov/ncipc/wisqars.) 

[Insert local statistics if available, try NHTSA and CDC for state stats]

· Only 1 in 10 teens know that passengers increase a teen driver’s crash risk. In a recent survey of high school students, only 10 percent of teens knew that carrying teen or adolescent passengers increased crash risk. (Ginsburg et al. Pediatrics. 2008)

· Most teen driver crashes are due to driver error caused by inexperience and distraction. Novice teen drivers lack the experience needed on the road to recognize and react to high-risk conditions and situations. Distractions such as passengers compound the inexperience factor and increase teen crash risk.

· But few teens view their friends as inexperienced drivers. Researchers at The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia found that 60 percent of teens think inexperience heavily influences safety, but only 15 percent consider their peers to be inexperienced. The data suggests that teens judge experience based on driver licensure, rather than the total number of miles driven or exposure to difficult driving situations.
· Graduated driver licensing (GDL) programs can prevent teen deaths. One solution proven to decrease fatal and non-fatal crash risk among teen drivers is the enactment of graduated driver licensing laws. These laws require a lengthened learning phase beginning at age 16, as well as other restrictions for new drivers. Most U.S. states have already begun to enforce GDL requirements that restrict nighttime driving and the number of passengers teens may carry. Safety experts also recommend primary seat belt laws for all occupants to at least age 18.  

For more information, visit www.chop.edu/youngdrivers or www.raisingsafedrivers.com.

