CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL OF PHILADELPHIA
PINPOINTS KEY ROLE OF PASSENGERS IN TEEN DRIVING SAFETY

Passenger safety has emerged as a critical component of efforts to reduce the nation’s high rate of teenage traffic
deaths, a focus bolstered by two new studies that link increased crash risk with teen drivers carrying teen passengers.

The studies, by the research alliance of The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP) and State Farm Insurance
Companies®, offer evidence-based guidance for parents and policymakers seeking to reduce the high rate of teen car
crashes, the No. 1 cause of death for American teens.

The recent findings add to the growing body of research that teen driver crash rates rise when teen passengers are
in the car, putting both drivers and passengers at risk. The studies also point to the need for graduated driver licensing
(GDL) laws in every state that restrict passengers for novice drivers and encourage safe passenger behaviors.

Key findings of the two CHOP and State Farm studies include:

¢ Adolescent and teen passengers are more likely to die if a teen driver is behind the wheel. Starting at ages
12 to 14, a child passenger’s risk of dying in a crash involving a teen driver doubles, and the risk continues
to rise for each teen year.

e Most teens are unaware of passenger risk. Only 1 in 10 teens consider the presence of peer passengers
to influence their safety.

* Most teens (60%) know inexperience heavily influences safety, but only 15% correctly view their peers
as inexperienced drivers.

Based on this evidence, CHOP and State Farm are supporting a variety of outreach efforts to improve teen passenger
safety. For more information, visit www.chop.edu/youngdrivers.

About The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia

The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia was founded in 1855 as the nation’s first pediatric hospital. Through its
long-standing commitment to providing exceptional patient care, training new generations of pediatric health care
professionals and pioneering major research initiatives, CHOP has fostered many discoveries that have benefited
children worldwide. Its pediatric research program is among the largest in the country, ranking third in National
Institutes of Health funding. In addition, its unique family-centered care and public service programs have brought
the 430-bed hospital recognition as a leading advocate for children and adolescents. For more information, visit
www.chop.edu.

About State Farm Insurance Companies®

State Farm® insures more cars and homes than any other insurer in the U.S., is the leading insurer of watercraft and is
also a leading insurer in Canada. State Farm’s 17,000 agents and 67,000 employees serve over 77 million auto, fire,
life and health policies in the United States and Canada, and more than 1.9 million bank accounts. State Farm Mutual
Automobile Insurance Company is the parent of the State Farm family of companies. State Farm is ranked No. 32 on
the Fortune 500 list of largest companies. For more information, please visit statefarm.com® or in Canada statefarm.ca®.
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